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SnECT BAWADORAW FOREIGN ummm's SECRETARY REPCRTS HWDM
BORDER PROBLEM

In connection with the present &fforts to settls soom ,
the longwstanding Salvador-Honduras boundary dispute, the ¢
memorandum of conversation which took places on December 27 25X1
between Mario CASTRO, personal secretary to Forelign Minister
Roberto E, CANESSA, and Vies Consul John B, YOUNG is enclosed,

As will be noted, Hr, Castro iInformad Mr, Young that the Fereign
Hinister had been called urgently to the Honduran border s &
«wsult of an incident betweer Salvadorans and Hondurans in the
area over the bordsr question dwring which "at lmt two |
Honduran citizena™ were reported killed.

In view of the conversation reported in the memorand

may be simnificant that the Foreign iiinister left San Salv

for the sastern frontier of the Republie on December 2i; m&,'
according to his home and a high Foreigsn Offies offieial, has
not yet retwrned, The Hinizber had invited s small group of
friends including the undersizned to his home on Christmas Eve
but he did not appear. lMrs. Canessa, when asked where hee

. husband was, was evalivn and finelly said reluctantly Bhat he
was attending an "important confersnce near San Miguel¥,
Efforts to reach the Foreign linister today finally slicited
the eonfidemtial iInformation that he can b- reached at his
farm in the Department of Usulutan in the Esstern part of the
.cmmtrig relatively near the disputed erea and the Hmm
frantier.

" Charg$ d'Affaires ad interin

Enclcsures '
Memorandum of Commraat?on ,

1 Amsmbassy Tegucigalpa
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Enclosude to Lespatch No. L31 of December 27, 1950, from
¢+ ' amembassy San Salvador, &1 Salvador..

HIMOR AHDUM OF (UN ERSATION

Participantss Mario CASTRO, Secretary to Salvadoran Foreign

iinlster .
Vice ansu" Jghn B. YOO ...
««gg*.ﬂ Y IR i - ﬁ-‘}rl ;! ;f!‘:é" Imwf‘!i?dfb‘i aw
Date g December 27, 1950 '
Subject ¢ Salvadoran-:onduran Dorder Dispute

In comection with Canessa's {allure to appear at the gete
together 1n hiis house the svening of December » 1 have just
ascertained froa lario CASTRO, CUanessa's personal secretary,
(durin- a luncieon en-—azement witn him), that Canessa was
called i to the -onduran horder on December 2l inh order to
smoot’s over an Tnudcﬂt arising between iondures and Salvadoran
faurllies livin~ in the nel:shborlicocd of the dlsputed area. As a
result of an ar-ument over the border problem, at least twe

«.. -Honjuran citizens were.shwk.and killed,.accArdldg 1A - CaBiro. ulels & o
Apparently both the Honduran and Salvadoran authorities were
rutually interested in moothlng-, over the incldent,

reflect Canessa's since Castro has plenty of admiration for
éon Roberto) 1s that londuras is belng very unreasonable in
maintaining its claim to the dlsputed urea, since it has so
mneh land, and over=populated El Salvador has so little. 1In
reply to a question of mine, Castro stated that he thought
{1 Salvador would end by not getting the area in question.
He seemed very definite, resirned, and dlscouraged about the.
matter,

Wnen he first bezan discussing the subject,; Castro stated
that the reason ror Canessa's trip to the frontier was to dise
cuss a misunderstanding that had arisen éduring the border study
dlseussions. He tHen switched to the fact that Canessa had
rushed there as a result of the shootingsy; and did not again
refer to the misunderstanding or its precise nature. However,
1% 1s wy impression t! at the word misunderstanding did not refer
to the sinotings.

For your general information, Castro discusses a number of
subjects that are probably current talk within the Minlstry, as
if the facts and the Hinis 's reaction to them were squally
current talk in all diplomatie cireles. I have found that inf
eontinuing the dlscussion caeually usually brings out more oPe
mation, but that pressing makes hlm faintly worried and scmevhat
cautious, We get along quite well, and have exchanged luncheon
invitations. to datea

Castro's reaction to the border question (which may well
|

E JEYoung sp CUNFIDENTIAL
:

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/24 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000400160008-5




